THE MEANING OF GEORGE WESTINGHOUSE

A PROFESSIONAL biographer says, "the first office of
the biographer is to facilitate the proper reaction between f
biography and history." Perhaps so. The man who un-
dertakes to write the life of George Westinghouse does not
need to ask what this wise-sounding saying means, nor does
he need to have such a purpose definitely in mind. The
life lived by George Westinghouse was history; not a his-
tory of wars and politics, but of something greater. As we
have lately seen, to our sorrow, war and politics sometimes
block the advance of civilization for generations. The
Great War, by an appalling destruction of property and
a more appalling destruction of the flower of the race, has
set the world back by years that cannot even be guessed
at. The things that concerned Westinghouse were all, every
one of them, fundamental things in the advance of civiliza-
tion. We have been more or less conscious of this as we
have looked at them in detail. Now let us sum up.

Just what did George Westinghouse mean to the world?
Few rulers of nations have done so much for mankind, for
he was an agent of civilization acting in the new era. He
belongs to the generations. All of this will be better un-
derstood as the years go on, and as scholars and philos-
ophers analyze the influences at work in the last part of
the nineteenth century and the first part of the twentieth
century to carry forward the evolution of transportation
and the manufacture of power. These are major causes
in the progress of the race in that new era into which we
have entered within a century and a half.
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